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Architect/Designer:

Present Owisr:

Present Use:

Significance:

. Researcher:
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Zion Natiocnal Park o o o R
Springdale vicinity, Washington County, Utah

1932
Harry langiey

Natinnal Park Service
f. S. Department of the Iaterior

Accesgs footpath/hiking trail

Sections of the trail are part of the 0ld floor of the
valley associated with Mormon pioneer transportation
in Zion. Landecape and rock work conetructed oa the
trail by National Park Service personnel was aimed at
establishing a rustic appearance.

Jamesg Jurale
October 10, 1984
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In August 1931, Zion Park Superintendent Allsn requested that a trail be
constructed from the Zion Lodge to the Grotte Campground Mussum. It was his
intention that lodgs patrons would use this treil for ths short hike to the
nuseum and that campers would uss it for going to and from the lodgs for
supplies and mail. Work began nan May 9, 193%2. Location and construction were
iunspected by & landscaps representative and written approvel was made to
Superintendent Allen. Cost of the 0.2 mile trail section was $155.74.

The Grottn Trail bsgins just north of Zion Lodge and parellels ths cangon
floor on the esast sids to the Grotto picnic sarea--a total of 0.5 mile, Part
of ths original floor of the canynon road, it allows vigitors ton travel from
the Grotto piocnic arse ton Zion leodge and vice verse, without welking on the
highway., A4s the face of the stone walls on this trail are exposed to visw
from the highway, a deliberate effort was made during construction (1932) to
have them lnok well from a landscape perspective. Weathersd rocks were used
and grapevines plented elong the face of ths wells, "giving the wealls a rustic
appearance, which was the result desired." Thess features, along with
gsandstone retaining walle and a 4x6-foot square culvert, are wsll preserved at
present.

The ruling greds on this trsil is very light, avereging %%. At the south end,
however, it was necessary to introduce a 15% grade for a distence of 75 feet,
which avoided & high well and the blasting out of a large rock. No
gwitchbacks were nesded in the coastruction of the Grotieo Trail. The avsrage
treil crew consisted of a forsmen who was paid $5.00 per dey and six laborers
who were paid $3.50 each, Only small tools were used in the construction of
this treil, vhich averaged four fest in width.

Ironically, the Grotto Campground Mussum was remodelsd and convertsd into a
private dwelling in 1932, the same ysar that the Grotto Trail was completed,
While Zion Lodge patrons no longer used the trail for the short walk to the
museum, Grotto campers continued to hike it to end from the lodge for suppliss
and mail. '
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